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any description of the world which we may think we imagine
is a mechanism without the use of metaphor which surrepti-
tiously, as it were, defeats our purpose. We describe matter
as 'blind' or 'passive'; Mr. Russell, describing his material
universe in A Free Man's Worship, speaks of the 'march of
matter'; Professor Whitehead, describing the scientific philo-
sophy of the seventeenth century, speaks of it as representing
nature as the 'hurrying of material, endlessly, meaninglessly';
Professor Alexander speaks of the 'restlessness of space-time'.
These metaphors are not rhetorical ornaments; they are a
necessity to the imagination. Hence, while it is true that the
scientific imagination strives, in its work of classification of
abstract elements, towards a mechanical representation of the
world, it does not in fact succeed. The truth is that we simply
cannot imagine a perfect mechanism; for the imagination is by
its nature concerned to contemplate only concrete unities and
cannot encompass bare abstractions. Though science may
strive to envisage the world as being one of objects which are
'essentially fixed and dead5 the imagination, which is 'essentially
vital', defeats its purpose. All that the scientific imagination
can do is to envisage the world drained of as much individuality
as the imagination, which can live only in the contemplation
of individuality, will allow. And reflection shows that the
mechanical representation of nature is far from being dis-
infected of metaphor; it bears the marks of the concrete
imagination. And this is as true of scientific determinism
to-day as of the representation of the physical world in the
work of Lucretius.
But it is not only that the scientific imagination is one which
strives to prehend the world as a mechanism. It is equally
necessary to the scientist to imagine the world as material,
This, of course, goes inevitably with the mechanistic represen-
tation of nature. Science cannot, for obvious reasons, contem-
plate the material mechanism of the world as broken into,
or rend^jed incomplete. Materialism is a necessity to the
scientific imagination because a uniform material substance is